Smoky Lake and District Chamber
Meeting
Monday, March 25th, 2019
7pm Noel starts the meeting
1- Approval of agenda - Noel adds 4 new items.
2- Acknowledge guests and new members - Everyone introduces themselves, please see attached list of names
attending. Noel welcomes the new owners of the Smoky Lake Forest Nursery - James Popel, Peggy and
Jonathan Popel and Richard Mahe. Richard asks about the benefits of being on the Chamber and Noel gives a
brief description.
3- Financial statement - George gave us a copy of our financial report. Please see attached the report everyone
received. Michelle asks how often bills are paid. Noel says within 30 days and we need to let people know this.
George was late paying the Signal, so he sent them an apology letter for his late payment. George needs 2
members to review the books. Someone that is not an executive member. Alicia and Dave will look it over with
George in the next month or so. We still have money in Birthday Town. Noel has to talk to Brian and Leesa to
see where the remaining money can go. He has to make sure there are no conditions on where the money is
spent. Maybe do something with CFCW. We all have a discussion about what businesses are still participating
in Birthday Town and maybe the Businesses that do should have something posted in their windows. Noel is
going to talk to Brian and Leesa about this as well. Noel makes a motion to accept the Treasurers report as
read and Hank seconds the motion.
4- Minutes from last meeting - Noel asks about the Parade coins to Hank. Hank said nothing has been done
with it. Michelle will look into the coin cost and let us know at the next meeting. Noel has to attend an Ag
meeting to see if they accept the Christmas light up at the complex in November. Noel makes a motion to
accept the minutes as read and George accepts the minutes.
5 - Business arising from minutes was discussed in Number 4
6 - Chamber pamphlet for Smoky Lake Chamber - Ed Boothman is to create a Chamber pamphlet. He needs
someone to write something up for him to put in the pamphlet. George started working on it and Noel can
give what he has from over a year and a half ago.
7 and 8 - Goals and what our Chamber can offer, What we do as a Chamber - Noel, Deb, Alicia and Michelle
will get together next week to write up something for our Chamber pamphlet.
9 - All Candidates forum - Please see attached flyer with this information - Noel said the last one went really
well. 2 minutes to open, 2 minutes to answer questions, 2 minutes to close. Noel is still looking for someone
neutral to spearhead the evening and keep everything in order. We all will put up posters around Town. Alicia
put the poster on the Signal Facebook page. Ed will put it on the Town website.
10 - Parade - Who will be the Parade Marshall? Who has a convertible? Noel wants to get Derek. He is looking
into that. We need prize money, money for a band and we will do ribbons again this year. Do the judging
before the Parade starts again this year. Last year, everyone loved to see the ribbons on the winning floats.
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11 - 300 Rodeo Sponsorship - Noel passes a motion to pass the 300 Rodeo sponsorship. Beth makes the
motion to approve the Chamber paying the sponsorship. Noel felt bad we hadn't paid this last year and he felt
it wasn't fair the Rodeo was a Chamber member and we didn't support them, when the Rodeo is such an
important asset to the Town.
12 - Ed Boothman Chamber flyer - Already discussed in Number 6
13 - April 4th Event - I have included the flyer in the above attachment as well. Michelle the guest speaker is
going to talk about new, existing and expanding Businesses. It will be a panel of speakers that will talk for 10
minutes each, afterwards they will answer any questions. Sponsored by the Chamber and Smoky Lake Region
Economic Development. Beth put the posters together and the information night.
14 - Ross - Community futures - Ross just drove from St Paul after attending a meeting with Community
Futures. Their current project is Lemonade Day which I have also included in the above attachment. Its going
to teach the children how to do a business plan, June 22, 2019. Hopefully we can fill Smoky Lake streets with
Lemonade that day!! Ross also comments that most of the loan requests are coming from Smoky Lake, so
that's good news, because our town is growing and expanding. Noel asks Hank- Smoky Lake Mayor - to
comment on whats going on in our Town.
Beaver Hill Lamont bulk station is coming, used car dealership by Pappys, Family Vision eye care, PCN April
2019, Promoting the Pitch in week - keep a clean community, 18,000 dollar donation for new recycle bins.
38th year for the Rodeo, No Demo derby this year though. Home Hardware owners from Lamont are going to
reopen Macleods building in May 2019. Provincal and Federal Government have a lot of crews in Town
working in our area, they are bringing in more business to Town, they love it here a very positive impact. The
Town is looking to open up a Continuing care center, if anyone has any ideas to please come and see Hank,
suggestions are always welcome. Hank will let us know when the Town public meeting is being held so
everyone can attend.
Ross comments that Businesses can approach Community futures to start a new Business, or get help with
building and finishing your Business plan. Talk to Penny and Jodie exploring the options about where people
can meet and improve their Business. Perry is investing more money into his collision shop with a new paint
shop. Richard from the Smoky Lake Forest Nursery talks about the improvements being done to the Nursery.
They want to bring in school groups from Nait and the University, lots of changes and things need to be fixed
and done, starting with the lights. They want to hire more local people from Smoky Lake as well.
815pm Noel makes a motion to adjourn the meeting, Michelle seconds the motion.

